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REMARKS, &c. 
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| Tr has often grieved me to obſerve a diſpoſition in 
my neighbours and acquaintance, to attend the plays 
and afſemblies, and other places of publick entertain- 
ment; more eſpecially at a time when we are called 
upon, by the almoſt unparelleled afflictions which at 
preſent attend a neighbouring nation, and the late 
viſitation of Heaven by ſickneſs, among thoſe who 
are more nearly allied to us, & to be ſober- minded, and 
amend our ways; as the like may be permitted to 
reach us, if our tranſgreſſions ſhould ſo increaſe as to 
require ſuch chaſtiſement. Wet 
I would have us diſpoſed to ſeek the favour and 
blefling of the Almighty, by breaking off from our 
lins ; and ordering our lives, through his afliſtance, 


The city of. Philadelphia is here meant, where upwards of 
.3000, of the inhabitants died by a ſickneſs not much different from 
the plague, in the ſpace of a few months, 1 
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in great ſobriety and temperance ; rather than in- 
dulging ourſelves in vain ſhews, which tend to unfit 
for the concerns of immortal ſpirits ; whoſe happineſs 
conſiſts in the practice of virtue, and a near approach 
to that Sovereign Good, without whoſe favour no 
happineſs can be experienced. 

Though the entertainments of the tage continue 
to be uſed, as though they were neceſſary to the well- 
being of a people, and are not diſallowed by the law 
of the land; I can venture to ſay, they are diſallowed 
by the law of righteouſneſs placed in our minds; and 
are contrary to the nature of the religion we profeſs, 
and the injunctions of thoſe ' ſacred: records we ſo 
much place our dependance upon, as a rule of our 
faith and practice. We ſhall find nothing in the prac- 
tice or precepts of Chriſt (the great example and 
high-prieſt of our profeſſion) or in the writings of 
his apoſtles, to countenance theſe diverſions ; but in- 
ſtead of it, a conſtant watchfulneſs recommended. 
So that it will not be eaſy to open any part of the 
New Teſtament, without meeting with paſſages 
which tend to ſhew us the nepeſſity of uſing our en- 
deayours to be prepared for a removal from this ſcene 
of action; in which, whilſt we are doubtful con- 
cerning many things; and ſee only in part, as to the 
wonderful productions of nature, and the conduct of 
the great Author of our being, in the formation of 
man, and the earth he inhabits; we are certain as to 
| | the 
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the teſtimony of our conſcience z which informs us 


of the way we ſhould walk, and what tends to pro- 


mote the peace of our minds, and the favour of hea- 
ven: as the prophet declares, God hath ſhewed 
„ thee, O man, what is good: and what doth the 


« Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, love mercy, 
« and walk humbly with thy God! 1 


Let us be awakened b the intimations of decay, 
which we feel, from time to time, in ourſelves, and 
the frequent objects of mortality placed before us. 


They ought to be regarded as calls to prepare for our 


removal. The time of ſickneſs, and great bodily 
weakneſs, is not the time to be depended upon for 
working out our ſalvation, with fear and trembling, 
as the apoſtle adviſes ; but rather a time when our 
greateſt comfort ſhould be to look back upon the 
former part of our lives; and conſider the ſacrifices of 
love and obedience we have made to the great Author 
of our being; and how we have endeavoured to walk 
before him (through the aſſiſtance of his good Spirit) 
in all holineſs of life and converſation, with a perfect 
heart. Even then we have nothing to depend upon 
but the mercies of a gracious God, through his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, who remembers our weakneſs, and has 
ſent help to us; if we are willing to receive it, and 
make uſe of it. 


. But 
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pa! 
But what will become of thoſe, who, neglecting 
this great ſalvation, perſiſt in the indulgence of vain 
inclinations, being lovers of pleaſure more than lovers 


of God; to whom ſeriouſneſs, and ſerious people, or | 


ſerious thoughts, are burdenſome ; of whom it may 
be faid, too truly, they live as without God in the 
world? What will be the end of theſe? If the righ- 
teous ſcarcely are ſaved, where will the agony and 
finner appear? * 


To ſpeak realy, can ſee nothing in theſe aſſem- 
blies, or in the diſcourſes of the ſtage, which has a 
8 tendency to promote the practice of piety, or a good 
life ; but, on the contrary, they are likely to weaken 
the beſt reſolutions which may be formed to amend 
bur ways, and reform our lives. Meeting with many 
In theſe places, who are diſpoſed for pleaſure, we are 
in danger of being brought to lay aſide the reſtraints 
of religion, by which only we can be kept in the 
bounds of Chriftian moderation. I would, therefore, 
adviſe my neighbours and acquaintaiice, ad all into 
whoſe hands theſe may come, to decline the practice 
of attending them, if they have at any time indulged 
themſelves in it. I think ik moſt of all unſuitable for 
the miniſters of religion to countenance theſe enter- 
tainments, by their prefence, or in any other way. 


* I Pet. iv. 8. 
. I would 
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I would warn them to keep at a diſtance, leſt hangs | 


ſhould come which they may not expect. No exam- 


ple, however, of others (in whatever ſtation they 


may be) ſhould. draw us to a conformity, in things 


which our conſcience dictates not to be expedient 


nor ſafe for us. If we ſhould tranſgreſs the rule of 
virtue and holineſs placed in our minds, as a direction 


and help to us in our paſſage through life; who 
knows but we may be left to follow the devices of a 


wicked heart, till great miſchief comes? The conteſt 


with evil inclinations muſt be kept up, or we ſhall 
ſoon be loſt to: what is good for us here, and will 
prove: of everlaſting advantage hereafter., . If we in- 


dulge in the pleaſures of this world, we muſt part 
with the peace and inward complacency. of a conver- 


ſation. ordered in God's fear: which may be called 
bis kingdom, here begun on earth, in the hearts of 
thoſe who follow him in the my of his en 


. cbs conſideration makes me FF of the 
cuſtom ; which is, that few, if any, attend the play» 


houſe from religious motives, ta be inſtructed and 
benefited. as to their moral conduct; but, I am appre- 


henfive, people go, for the moſt part, with a view of 
being entertained, and diverted by ludicrous ſhews 


and diſcourſes, and other performances which tend to 
enervate the mind. If the advice of the apoſtle is - 


regarded, & to abſtain from all appearance of evil,” 
we ſhall keep away from theſe nurſeries of vice, and 
| A 4 | find 
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find a more rational and Chriſtian-like may of ſpend- 
ing our time. | | 


I would further obſerve, that we cannot with ſafety 
conclude, that, becauſe theſe entertainments have 
| been long in uſe, and are become general, they are 
therefore allowable. If any cuſtoms of thoſe who 
lived before us appear to be inconſiſtent with the 
religion we make profeſſion of, it will be right to lay 
them aſide. The frame of the human mind is ſuch 
as to admit of improvement from age to age ; ſo that 
things which were practiſed in former times, are 
now ſeen to be improper, and are no longer in uſe, 
as might be ſhewn in many inſtances : and we are 
ready to wonder how men could be ſo void of a right 
| underſtanding, as not to ſee the impropriety of ſuch 

<onduet. 


Thus I truſt it will be in ſome future time, with 
reſpect to ſtage. entertainments ; if the inconſiſtency 
of them ſhould not be ſeen by us of the preſent age. 

As light and truth riſe, like the ſun, on the minds of 
people, and-they are obedient to them in ſucceeding 
times, theſe, with ſome other things, will be re- 
moved from ſtates and nations profeſſing the Chriſtian 
name, and be no longer in uſe. This is my belief; 
which affords me comfort, in a proſpect of the in- 
creaſing happineſs which may attend ſome future 


generation, 


But 
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But however it may be in S times, we 
are to attend to the diſcoveries of truth in the preſent 
time ; and as any information or warning comes to 
us, it will not be ſafe haſtily to reject it, becauſe it 


comes not in the way our. reaſon may ſuggeſt ; or 
may be contrary to the ſentiments. we have of things, 


from prejudices of education, or otherwiſe. We 
ſhould: remember, many diſcoveries of truth have 
been made by means of inſtruments, weak in the 
ſight of men, and of low condition in this world, but 
favoured by heaven with wiſdom beyond many of 
their fellow-creatures : and much good would have 
come from their inſtructions, had they been regarded. 


I ſpeak this, that there may be a diſpoſition to re- 


ceive what is propoſed for our good. It is well 
known we muſt be removed from this ſtate of trial, 
and that it often happens in a way and time which 
are not expected. We are alſo aſſured there is a 
future ſtate, in which the moſt excellent part of us 
will exiſt through unnumbered ages ; and that there 
re joys prepared, as the reward of virtuous conduct; 
and unſpeakable ſorrow for thoſe who err from the 


path of virtue; according to the mercy and juſtice 


of the great Ruler of the univerſe. Such thoughts 
ſhould make us defirous of ſpending our days in the 
fear of God; waiting, with a humble hope of being 
admitted into his preſence, to join the aſſembly of 
the righteous of all generations. But if the God 
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„ 
who made us is not in our thoughts, but rather an 
anxious purſuit after the periſhing enjoyments and 
| pleaſures of this life ; what ſhall we have to depend 
upon, when they are taken from us? How ſhall the 
void be filled up in our minds, when the world, and 
all that is in it, finks under our feet; and leaves us 
without thoſe comforts we Rove been uſed to draw 


our ſupport from? 


T am inclined to add the ſentiments of ſome excel- 
lent perſons in times paſt on this ſubje&, in hopes 
Wer * may * to o check theſe indulgencies. 


Arbe Tilloton ſays af plays: 


ee They ate not fit to be admitted in a  thvitined, 
„ much leſs a Chtiſtian, nation. They do moſt no- 
« torioufly miniſter to vice and infidelity, By their 
ec profaneneſs, they are apt to inſtil bad principles 
« into the minds of men, and to leſſen that awe and 
dé reverence which all men ought to have of God 
& and religion: and, by their lewdneſs, they teach 
« vice, and are apt to infect the minds of men, and 
diſpoſe them to lewd and diffolute practices. 


0 


E 


Another weite remarks “ Thoſe who think 
« that plays make no ill impreſſion on them, becauſe 
. & they do not find them excite any formed evil de- 

« fire, deceive themſelves greatly, There are many 


« degrees 


(REF 


« degrees before one comes to an entire corruption 
« of mind; and it is always hurtful to the ſoul, to 
tc deftroy the ramparts which ſecured it from temp- 
ce tation. One does not begin to fall when the fall 
« becomes ſenſible. The fallings of the ſoul are 
« flaw; they have progreſſions and ' preparations. 
„We may be overcome by a temptation, only by 
« having weakened ourſelves in occaſions which 
ce ſeemed of no importance: he who deſpiſes ſmall 
« things ſhall fall by little and little. Let not thoſe 
« wha do not find that romances and plays excite in 
ce their minds thoſe paſſions which are apprehended 
« from them, think themſelves, therefore, in ſafety ; 
c and let them not imagine theſe books and lights 
« have done them no hurt. | 


« But 3 it true, that plays have no ill 
© effect upon ſome perſons, they cannot, however, 
« think themſelves blameleſs in being - preſent at 
« them, Plays are not acted for one perſon alone, 
„they are expoſed to all ſorts, of which the greater 
« part are weak and corrupted; and to whom, by 
« conſequence, they are extremely dangerous. Tis 
« their fault, you'll ſay, to go to them in that ſtate. 
That's true, but you authorize them by your ex- 
« ample: you contribute to make them look on 
« plays as a thing indifferent: the more regular you 
« are in other actions, the bolder they are to imitate 
« en in this—You are acceſſary then to their ſin; 
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cc and if plays give you no wounds of themſelves, you 
« wound yourſelves by thoſe which others receive 
« from your example; and thus you are the moſt 
4 guilty. Let it be conſidered.“ 


Nothing better ſnews the danger of plays, and 
how much they are forbidden to Chriſtians, than 
their oppoſition to the ſtate of mind in which we 
ought to endeavour to eſtabliſh ourſelves, by con- 

tinual requeſts for preſervation. For temptations 
being in a manner continual, prayer, which is the 


remedy againſt them, ought to be ſo too. 


It appears by writings of the Chriſtians in the firſt 
ages of the church, that they conſidered the enter- 
tainments of the ſtage contrary to their profeſſion, 
and wholly unlawful for them. It will be well for 
us to conſider, if they are any more allowable to us 
-of the preſent time ; who are called by the ſame name, 
and profeſs to be reformed from the ſuperſtition and 
other groſs practices of a degenerated church. 


One of the early writers thus expreſſes himſelf: 


« Many imagine it is not certain there is any fin 

« in going to the play: but, whatever they may 

„ think of it, plays do certainly cauſe abundance of 
« evil: for the pleaſure that is taken in them pro- 
4 duces all ſorts of debauchery, We are not only 
5 5 1 « obliged 
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« « obliged to avoid fin, but we ought _ to hun 
« thoſe things which do inſenſibly lead to it.” 


He adds, 


« It is not fit for us to paſs our time in diverſions 
« and entertainments, which are only fit for players, 
« This is by no means the ſpirit of thoſe who are 
c called to an eternal kingdom; whoſe names are 
« written in the celeſtial city, and profeſs a ſpiritual 
« warfare, It is ſatan who has made an art of theſe 
« diverſions, to draw away the ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt 
« to himſelf, and to relax the vigour of their virtue. 
( For this end he has cauſed theatres to be erected 
« in publick places; and makes uſe of them to infect, 
<« as with a plague, the whole city. St. Paul has 
« forbid fooliſh jeſting, and whatever tends to vain 
« diverſion; but fatan perſuades us to love both 10 
& one * the other. pt 


A writer of great note, and general eſteem, of later 
times, ſays, 


« The hearts of men are ſo perverſe and blind, 


« that they imagine the world to be in full felicity, 


« when the inhabitants of it think of nothing but 


&« adorning and embelliſhing their houſes, whilſt they 


c take no notice of the ruin of their ſouls z when 


5 magnificent theatres are built, and the foundations 


60 of 
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« of virtue thrown down; when the abundance of 
« the rich maintains the luxury of players, whilſt the 
ce poor want what is neceſſary for their ſubſiſtance. 
If God permits theſe diſorders to prevail, and 
« Jeaves theſe crimes unpuniſhed, *tis then he may 
ce be ſaid to puniſh them moſt ſeverely ;. but when 
« by poverty he prevents the increaſe and exceſs of 
« yoluptuouſneſs and diſſipation, however contrary 
« to our deſires, it is an effect of his mercy.” 


Having made theſe remarks on the ſtage entertain- 
ments which are fo much attended to, in the preſent 
time (in my apprehenſion to the great hurt of the 
nation, both in its civil and religious capacity), and 
eaſed my mind a little of the weight which I have felt 
on this account; I ſhall. proceed to fay ſomething 
concerning the diſpoſition for reading Novels, and 
other books calculated to afford diverſion and enter- 
tainment ; the ſale and hire of which make a con- 
ſiderable part of the buſineſs of a bookſeller; in moſt 
parts of the nation. The hurt which attends the 
reading theſe books is like to be great, to the youth 
in particular; who, inſtead of being formed to the 
practice of religion and virtue, and inſtructed in a 
Chriſtian-like conduct, by frequent reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and other excellent writings which may 
tend to form good principles, have their minds filled 
with ideas of vanity and lightneſs, and are ready to 
forget the obligation of a humble walking in the fear 
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of God, in a land from which 29 muſt ſoon 1 
removed 


If Chriſtian characters were exhibited in theſe com- 
poſitions, with a view to promote the intereſts of 
religion and piety (which 1 fear is ſeldom the caſe); 
there would be the lefs objection to them ; but when 
it appears they are intended merely for the purpoſe of 
amuſement, and rather to baniſh ſerious thoughts and 
reflections, than to ſtrengthen them in us; it gives 
room to fear great harm will come from this method 
of ſpending our precious time: much the ſame as by 
ſeeing and hearing the actions and ſpeeches of the 
ſtage ; and ought to be equally avoided by thoſe who 
defire to be helped in all the ways of promoting their 
beft intereſts, and to be preſerved from the contami- 
nating evils of a wicked world. 


I would alſo caution againſt reading ſome publica- 
tions of the preſent time, which, under a ſpecious ap- 
pearance, tend to ſubvert the doctrines of Chriſtianity 
by a preſumptuous abuſe of reafon, and by vain diſpu- 
tations, after the rudiments 71 the world, and not after 


Chriſt. | 1 7 


Having ſaid thus much on ſome r of the 
preſent time, which have a tendency to lay waſte the 
obligations of religion, and lead from that humility 


and fear, which are the ornaments of the Chriſtian 
profeſſion; 
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profeſſion; I am inclined to take notice of the great 
neglect which appears amongſt us, both in thoſe of 
bigh and low degree, in attending places of worſhip, 


on the day appointed by the laws of the land for this 
purpoſe. 


- If the number of ſervants who are employed to 
prepare our food, to ornament our perſons, and pro- 
vide for our travelling from one place to another, on 
this day, were rightly conſidered ; it would fill our 
minds with ſympathy, for ſo many of our fellow 
creatures, who are thus deprived of the opportunity 
of. publick inſtruction, and it is to be feared have 
little, if any, afforded them at other times, If it is 
true that we often want to be reminded of our duty, 
and that even with frequent inſtrud ion we are apt to 
deviate from a virtuous conduct, how is it like to be 
with this numerous claſs of the people, who are left 
in a neglected ſtate, as if they had no other part to 
provide for than their periſhing bodies, nor any other 
concern than what relates to the preſent life and its 
enjoyments ? Whereas it is certainly known, they 
have ſouls to be ſaved or loſt, and are in the fame 
- awful ſtate of trial with thoſe they ſerve. God has 
declared by his prophet, The fouls of men are his, 
« as the ſoul of the Father, ſo alſo the ſoul of the 
4 Son is mine; the ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die.“ 


„ Ezek. xviii. 4. 


Let 


( 17 ) 
Let us mourn for the condition of thouſands of 
our fellow-creatures, who are left in a great meaſure 
deſtitute. of outward inſtruction, wallowing in the 
mire of ſin and pollution without reſtraint ; unleſs 
they. are ſtopped in their courſe by the immediate 
viſitation of Heaven: which muſt not be preſumed 
upon, but the means of help and inftrucyon are to be 
made uſe of. 


| 8 the ſtate of many, who are employed in 
the different manufactories and trades of the nation, 
as workmen, who are no further under the direction 
of their maſters, than to do the work appointed them, 


and receive their wages; how they ſpend much of 


their time in publick houſes, and contract habits of 
drinking ſtrong liquors, to the great injury of their 
health: ſo that numbers are brought to their graves 
who might have lived many more years, and been 
uſeful members of ſociety, had they conducted them. 
ſelves by the rules of reaſon and religion, and kept 
within the limits of temperance. Having been in 
the practice of ſpending much of their time in theſe 
houſes, on other days of the week, they have no 
comfort in attending a place of publick worſhip on 
the day appointed for this purpoſe; but ſtill reſort to 
the place where they have been uſed to gratify their 
appetites, to aſſociate with ſuch as are like minded, 
to rejoice and be merry; to the endangering their 

| peace 


Mp 
peace and happineſs in the preſent life, and in the life 
; mak is to come. 


What words can be uſed to expreſs the banms which 
- FO from this conduct, not only to themſelves, 
but to all with whom they are connected; and to the 
nation at large, whoſe ſins are accumulated by the 
undue liberties of individuals! Have we not room 
to expect, that after much long ſuffering of the great 
Ruler of the univerſe, and many warnings given to 
an offending people, great troubles may come as the 
chaſtiſement of wiekedneſs perſiſted in, and not re- 
pented of? In the affection of a brother and friend, 
I would requeſt of thoſe who are in the higher ſtations, 
of heads of families, and rulers in the land, that they 
would come forward by their example, to ſtop the 
increaſing- diſſipation and undue liberties which are 
taken in many reſpects, to the great diſhonour of the 
3 name! == 


A certain writer 1 


It is a | fad dai that the . of the 
.<< revenue ſhould be fuffered to prevail over the good 
ec of the nation: and the conduct of thoſe fervants 
t of the publick deſerves ſevere animadverſion, who 
« preſume to grant heenſes to publick houſes in 
town and country, contrary to the wiſh and 
9 opinion of gentlemen who reſide near to them, and 
« are 
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are witneſſes to their fatal conſequences to the 


« * Health and morals of the people. 


« This is indeed reverſing the order of civil go- 
« yernment; and elevating inferior intereſts to the 
ce moſt important e : 


R In ſpeaking of the pebpyiety and uſefulneſs of having 
one day in the week, moſt eſpecially, appropriated to 
religious purpoſes, I wifh to bring into the view of 
thoſe who may read theſe lines, the example of a 
great man of the former age, who ſays, in the in- 
ſtruction to his children, concerning their obſervagory 


of the day called Sunday, 


Opus Diei, in Dis fo. 


a}: have found, by * experience, that the FO 
« obſervance of this day, and the duties of it, have 
« beerr of ſingular comfort and advantage to me; 
« and I doubt not it will prove ſo to you. 6.99 


God Almighty is the Lord of our time, and lends 
« it to us; and it is, but juſt we ſhould confecrate 
« this part of that time to him. So I have found that 
4 a due attention to the duty of the day, hath eber 
« had joined with it a bleſſing on the reſt of my time; 
« * a week that 110 been ſo date hath 118 


— 


* Sir ds Hale. 
0 bleſſed 
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e bleſſed and proſperous to me; ; and on the r 


« when 1 have been negligent of the concerns of this 
cc day, the reſt of the week has been unſucceſsful to 


« my own ſecular employments; and this I do not 


« mention inconſiderately, but upon long obſervation 
« and experience.“ 

It is faid of this good man, in the account of his 
liſe, that he was conſtant in his attendance on publick 


worſhip, with very little intermiſſion, for near forty 


years. And it is to be wiſhed, that all of the preſent 
time, who are in eminent ſtations, might by diſpoſed 


to follow his example i in this, as well as other parts of 
their conduct; for though he was in affluent circum- 


ſtances, and could have indulged himſelf in many de- 
lights and pleaſures, which inclination leads to, he 
thought it beſt to keep within the bounds of mode- 


ration; and ſo to conduct ' himſelf in the fear of 


Almighty God, as to be fit for a removal from this 
ſtate of trial, whenever the ſummons might come to 


him, from the "_ * of the world! 


18 writer on the  ubjeQ, which I have met 


| with, ſays, 


„The fourth commandment, which enjoins 2 


“ certain day to be obſerved as a ſabbath, cannot be 


« called moral in the firſt and higheſt ſenſe ; for from 


« the nature of things u no reaſon « can n be aſſigned, why 
| © the 


, 
. | 


oppoſition to the general conſent of the nation and 


WF 
« the ſeventh day, rather than the ſixth, or the eighth, 
c or any other day, ſhould be ſeparated from the 
« common buſineſs of life, and applied to the ſervice 


« of God, 


« But it is moral that a man ſhould pay homage to 


& his Maker, and acknowledge him in all his works 
« and ways: and ſince our ſenſes and ſenſible objects, 


« are apt to wear better things out of our thoughts, 
« it is neceſſary that ſome times ſhould be ſet apart 
« for more full and copious meditation on theſe ſub- 


« jects: this ſhould be univerſal , leſt if the time were 


« not the ſame every where, the buſineſs of ſome 


“men might interfere with the devotion of others. 


It ought to have ſuch an eminent character on 


« it (like a ceſſation from buſineſs), which may oc- 
« caſion an inquiry into the reaſon of that ſtop, and 
« alſo may give opportunity for meditations and dif- 
« courſes on Wow ſubjects. ti 


« *Tis true, we who are called to a ſtate of free- 


* dom, are not under ſuch ſtrictneſs as the Jews 


« were, ſtill the law ſtands for ſeparating a day from 


« the common buſineſs of —_ and applying it to a 


15 religious reſt. . 
I may mention however, with ſorrow, that in 


laws 
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laws: -of the land, it is now become cuſtomary with 


us for people to travel in ſtage - coaches on this day, 
in the ſame manner as on other days of the week. 


Inſtead of making uſe of it to meet at places pro- 

vided for public worſhip; many are taking their jour- 
nies to different parts of the nation, ſome on buſi- 
neſs, and others on pleaſure; ſo that it is not un- 
common to ſee the coaches loaded with paſſengers on 
this day, to the grief of ſerious people of every ſo- 
ciety, who remember the uncertainty of time, and 
aim to improve it in ſuch a * as may tend to ae 


Sveriſing as. 


Another cuſtom I wiſh might be avoided on this 
day, is that of reading newſpapers. - There is a 
natural curioſity in the mind to be informed of 
the tranſactions of the times, and very allowable in 
its proper place and time; but, if I am not mif- 
taken, it will be for our advantage to reſtrain our 
thoughts, as well as employ, on this day, to the 
more important concerns of our ſouls; that we may 
not be incumbered with cares, of this periſhing 
world, in the time which thould be devoted to a bet- 
.ter purpoſe. 


We have had the offers of happineſs and peace, 2 
to our temporal condition, as ,well. as the things of 


a everlaſting CONEEr nment, which I fear have been too 
; little 


too 
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lietle noticed. And now if the Almighty is pleaſed 
to viſit the nations by his judgments, what can we 
think is more likely to avest his diſpleaſure, than by 
endeavouring, through the aſſiſtance of his good 


ppirit, and by ſincere repentance and amendment, to 


walk in holineſs of life and converſation before him; 
ſtill having in view his omnipotency, his knowledge 
of all our ways, and his juſt retributions to the ſons 


of men? 


Though bis government is myſterious, and many 
evils are permitted to take place in a diſordered 


world; yet it may be a comfort to them that fear 


God, to conſider, that nothing happens, either of a 
publick or private nature, but what he ſees in our 


conduct, from the king on the throne to his * 


in the loweſt condition. 


1 would not have it concluded from what is ſaid 
in favour of ſetting apart one day in the week more 
eſpecially for religious purpoſes, that 1 place ſo much 
ſtreſs upon it as to think the attending on publick 
worſhip on one day will make amends for the miſ- 


conduct of other days; or that the obſervance of any 


rites or ceremonies will be available to obtain the 
favour of heaven, whilſt we remain in a ſtate of 
tranſgreſſion, and are violating the. righteous law of 
heaven written in our hearts, 


In 
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. 
In concluſion, I would ſay, as my intention in the 
preceding remarks is to recommend the practice of 
that which will promote the peace and proſperity of 
individuals as well as families, both as to their tem- 
poral concerns, and alſo theſe comforts which are 
of everlaſting duration, I am the more free to make 
them publick, and the leſs afraid of giving offence, 


And, my requeſt to the Author of all good (whole: 
favour is above all things to be ſought for, though it 
be with the loſs of many ſenſual gratifications), is, 
that his bleſſing may attend the weak endeavours of 
his ſervant, to promote the cauſe of religion and vir- 
tue; and that the attention of ſome inconſiderate 
minds may be turned to thoſe concerns which have a 

- tendency to prepare us for a removal from this tran 


ſient ſtate to a happy — | 


% 


- 


THE END. 


